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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-2009-788
Sponsor: Council Member Hyde:
Date of Introduction: October 13, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: F; R
Date of Analysis: October 16, 2009
Type of Action: Public Service Grant Applicant Accommodation
Bill Summary: This ordinance concerns public service grants to Volunteers In Medicine (VIM-JAX,  Inc); addresses noncompliance with timely financial reporting requirements, and with separate bank accounts provisions of Section 118.207 (E), Ordinance Code ;removes Volunteers In Medicine from the non-compliance list; requesting emergency passage.
Background:  Located in downtown Jacksonville, on the corner of Duval and Ocean Streets (Council District 4), Volunteers In Medicine-Jax provides free quality healthcare to the working uninsured and is recognized as a viable and working partner in the health care community.  VIM-JAX has provided this service for six years.  Through an innocent procedural oversight, the organization is at risk of losing its opportunity to continue to apply for public service grants.    The public service grant provisions in the Ordinance Code require recipients to establish separate bank accounts for public service grant funds.  In Fiscal Year 2004-2005 VIM-JAX established a separate bank account, as required; that separate bank account was closed by the financial institution because of a zero balance; in Fiscal Year 2005-2006, VIM received another public service grant but failed to re-establish a separate bank account for those fund, as a result of the bank’s policy that required closure of zero balance accounts.  As a result of the failure to file a financial report on a timely basis, VIM was placed on the non-compliance list, thus disqualifying VIM from applying for future public service grants until VIM is removed from the non-compliance list.  This ordinance acknowledges that VIM is in compliance with the terms and conditions of the public service grants program and directs the Council Auditor to remove Volunteers in Medicine from the non compliance list. Emergency passage is required to enable Volunteers In Medicine to apply for future public service grants.
Policy Impact: Healthcare
Fiscal Impact:  None
Analyst: Jackson
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